The Ultimate Piston Aircraft Pre-Buy Checklist:
Everything You Need to Know Before You Buy

Purchasing a piston aircraft represents a significant investment—potentially hundreds of thousands
of dollars. Unlike buying a car, where you can test drive dozens of options, aircraft purchases are
typically once-in-a-lifetime decisions for many pilots. This is why a comprehensive pre-buy
inspection checklist becomes absolutely critical. A thorough evaluation can protect you from

hidden defects, expensive surprise repairs, and aircraft that don't match the seller's claims.

This complete guide covers everything you need to know about pre-purchase inspections for piston
aircraft, including what to look for, how much it costs, what specialists you'll need, and how to use
inspection findings for effective negotiation. Whether you're buying your first aircraft or your fifth,
this checklist will ensure you examine every critical system and component before committing your

money.

Why Pre-Buy Inspections Are Non-Negotiable

Aircraft ownership comes with unique challenges compared to other vehicles. Unlike cars that
depreciate predictably, aircraft values can fluctuate dramatically based on maintenance history,
accident history, and mechanical condition. Most importantly, aircraft failures occur at altitude —

where they're far more serious than roadside breakdowns.
A comprehensive pre-buy inspection serves multiple purposes:

o Safety verification: Ensures the aircraft is airworthy and safe to fly

¢ Hidden defect discovery: Uncovers corrosion, damage, and worn components invisible to casual
inspection

e Cost projection: Identifies upcoming maintenance needs so you can budget appropriately



* Negotiation leverage: Provides documented evidence to request price reductions or seller-funded

repairs
¢ Insurance documentation: Establishes baseline condition for insurance purposes

¢ Lender confidence: Many aircraft lenders require detailed pre-buy reports before financing approval

The cost of a thorough pre-buy inspection—typically $2,000-$8,000 depending on aircraft type—is
minuscule compared to discovering a cracked engine block after purchase or an extensive

corrosion problem that costs $50,000+ to repair.

Selecting Your Pre-Buy Inspector

The person performing your pre-buy inspection is arguably the most important factor in the entire
process. An inadequate inspector might miss significant issues, while a thorough professional will
catch problems before you're financially committed. Choosing the right inspector requires

understanding what qualifications matter.

Essential Inspector Qualifications

Your inspector must have:

e FAA A&P License with Inspection Authorization (IA): This is non-negotiable. An |IA holder
is certified to perform annual inspections, which requires comprehensive aircraft knowledge.

Without IA certification, your inspector cannot legally conduct a proper inspection.

* Type-specific experience: An inspector experienced with Cessna 172s brings different
expertise than one focused on Cirrus SR22s or Piper Comanches. Request references for

inspections on your exact aircraft type or similar models.

¢ Recent and relevant experience: Ask how many pre-buy inspections they've completed in
the past year. Active pre-buy inspectors typically perform 20-50+ annually and stay current

with common issues and failure patterns.

¢ Independence: Your inspector should have no relationship with the seller, broker, or aircraft

manufacturer. This prevents conflicts of interest that might lead to overlooking issues.

» Detailed inspection methodology: Request a sample inspection report before committing. A
thorough report runs 20-40+ pages and covers every system systematically. Be skeptical of



inspectors offering reports that appear to be generic templates with minimal aircraft-specific

findings.

¢ Client references: Contact previous pre-buy clients (not just references provided by the
inspector). Ask specifically about thoroughness, attention to detail, and whether findings were
explained clearly.

Where to Find Qualified Inspectors

Finding a qualified inspector requires doing your research. Here are the best sources:

« Type-specific clubs: Owners of your aircraft type will have personal experience with local
inspectors. The Cessna Owners Organization, Cirrus Owners and Pilots Association, and similar

clubs maintain lists of recommended mechanics.

¢ AOPA and EAA: Both organizations can refer members to local A&P/IA mechanics. These referrals
are generally reliable, though you should still verify qualifications and request references.

¢ Local flight schools and FBOs: Fixed-base operators (FBOs) work with multiple pre-buy inspectors

regularly and can provide referrals based on recent client feedback.

e Manufacturer service centers: For newer aircraft still under warranty or during their service history
period, manufacturer-authorized service centers often provide pre-buy inspections. These inspectors

have factory training and access to manufacturer-specific resources.

* Specialized pre-buy shops: Some facilities focus specifically on pre-purchase inspections. These

shops see diverse aircraft types and develop expertise in comparative assessment.

See our Complete Guide to Buying Your First Aircraft for additional resources on finding qualified

professionals.

Pre-Buy Inspection Costs and Budget Planning

Understanding what you'll pay for a pre-buy inspection helps prevent budget surprises and ensures

you won't be tempted to cut corners with an inadequate inspection to save money.

Baseline Inspection Costs by Aircraft Type
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Trainer/Simple Singles

Cessna 152, Piper Tomahawk

$1,500 - $2,500

Complex Singles

Cessna 182, Piper Comanche, Mooney M20

$2,500 - $4,000

Complex High-Performance

Cirrus SR22, Bonanza G36, Beechcraft Baron

$4,000 - $6,500

Light Twins

Piper Seneca, Beechcraft Baron 58

$3,500 - $5,500

Complex Twins

Cessna 310, Piper Navajo

$5,000 - $7,500



These costs represent the basic inspection. Additional testing and evaluations will increase the

total cost:

Borescope inspection: $300-$800. Highly recommended for engines approaching TBO (time
before overhaul) or with marginal compression readings. Visual inspection of cylinder walls, pistons,

and valves reveals wear patterns and deposits that indicate engine health.

Engine oil analysis: $30-$100 per sample. Provides chemical analysis of oil for metal content,
indicating internal engine wear. Multiple samples showing consistent results matter more than a

single snapshot.

Compression testing: Usually included in base inspection but clarify beforehand. Wet compression

testing (with oil added) helps diagnose whether low readings are from worn rings or valve problems.

Test flight: Included in most inspections but verify fuel costs are covered. Fuel typically costs
$100-$300 depending on aircraft type and flight duration.

Ferry/repositioning costs: If the aircraft isn't at an inspector's base facility, expect $500-$2,500+ to
ferry it for inspection. Some inspectors will visit other locations for premium fees ($1,500-$5,000+
depending on distance).

Paint removal for corrosion inspection: $500-$2,000. For older aircraft or those with suspect paint
history, removing paint from small areas reveals hidden corrosion. This is recommended but not

always included in base prices.

Avionics testing: $300-$800. Functional testing of sophisticated glass cockpits or complex radio

installations may require specialized avionics technicians.

Budget Planning Strategy

When budgeting for a pre-buy inspection, plan for the total, not just the base inspection fee. A

realistic budget for a complex single or twin includes:

Base inspection: $3,500-$5,000

Borescope and oil analysis: $500-$800

Ferry costs: $1,000-$2,000

Additional testing/paint removal: $500-$1,500

Total realistic budget: $5,500-$9,300



This may seem substantial, but remember it's insurance against purchasing an aircraft with a
cracked engine, extensive corrosion, or major system failures that could cost five to ten times the

inspection fee to repair.

The Detailed Airframe Inspection Checklist

The airframe is the "skeleton" of the aircraft. While engines can be overhauled and avionics
upgraded, airframe damage or corrosion is permanent and expensive. A thorough airframe

inspection covers both visible components and hidden areas where corrosion commonly develops.

Exterior Inspection Components

Your inspector should examine:

¢ Skin condition: Dents, buckles, cracks, and corrosion indicate previous accidents or impact
damage. Small dents may be cosmetic, but buckles suggest structural damage requiring

airworthiness directives (ADs) compliance.

¢ Paint condition: Peeling, chalking, or corrosion under paint suggests moisture intrusion.
Fresh paint on portions of the fuselage may indicate repair of accident damage or corrosion

treatment.

e Control surface condition: Ailerons, elevators, and rudder should move smoothly through
full range. Binding, loose rivets, or asymmetrical surfaces indicate rigging problems or

damage.

¢ Landing gear condition: Check for cracks in main gear legs, worn axles, loose bolts, and
proper rigging. Landing gear damage is expensive to repair and affects aircraft value

significantly.

o Tire condition: Examine tread depth (minimum 4/32 inch), sidewall condition for cracks or
weathering, and age codes. Aircraft tires typically need replacement every 5-10 years
regardless of tread. Tires showing sidewall cracking or flat spots indicate imminent failure.

¢ Propeller condition: Inspect for nicks, cracks, erosion, and hub condition. Small nicks on
prop tips are normal and can be dressed. Larger cracks or hub damage require prop overhaul
or replacement at significant cost.

¢ Windscreen and windows: Check for crazing (spider-web cracks), delamination, and seal

condition. Cracked windows require expensive replacement; windscreen problems are



especially serious for visibility and structural integrity.

¢ Fuel filler caps and vents: Ensure caps seal properly and vent lines are clear. Leaking caps
and blocked vents cause in-flight fuel starvation.

¢ Antenna condition: Loose or damaged antennas cause avionics reception and transmission
issues. VOR, ILS, GPS, and communication antennas should all be secure.

Interior Inspection Essentials

¢ Seat rails and attachment: Cracked seat rails are safety issues requiring replacement. Seats

should be secure with no movement or rattling.

* Interior condition: Exiensive tears, stains, and wear indicate either poor care or excessive use.
While interior cosmetics aren't safety issues, they correlate with overall maintenance quality.

¢ Floor structure: Lift interior panels to inspect floor structure for corrosion, water damage, and

structural integrity. Water pooling under rugs indicates drainage problems.

¢ Firewall: Inspect firewall penetrations for cracks, proper grommet installation, and corrosion. The
firewall is critical safety component protecting cockpit from engine fire.

¢ Headliner and insulation: Check for moisture damage, loose insulation, and deterioration.
Deteriorating sound-dampening material can create loose objects that rattle or move during flight.

Critical Corrosion Areas to Inspect

Corrosion is the silent killer of aircraft longevity. Some areas are corrosion-prone and require

specialized inspection:

High-priority corrosion inspection areas:
e Wing spar attach points: The wing root where wings attach to fuselage is highly stressed.
Corrosion here affects structural integrity and is expensive to treat.

¢ Tail cone and empennage: The rear fuselage and tail are vulnerable to moisture

accumulation. Corrosion in this area can develop undetected for years.

o Battery box area: Battery acid and moisture create aggressive corrosion environment.

Inspect surrounding structure carefully.

¢ Belly and lower fuselage: Rain and ground moisture accumulate here. Small planes with
sealed belly structures particularly vulnerable to hidden corrosion.



¢ Landing gear attach points: Moisture intrusion around gear attach creates corrosion in

critical structural area.

e Cabin door seals: Deteriorating seals allow water intrusion affecting fuselage structure and

floor panels.

¢ Air vents and drains: Blocked drains trap moisture inside fuselage promoting corrosion.

Engine Inspection Deep Dive

Engine condition is typically the biggest factor determining aircraft value and operating costs. A
well-maintained engine with low time since overhaul commands premium prices. Conversely, an
engine approaching TBO or showing signs of metal in the oil can cost $20,000-$50,000+ for

overhaul.

Visual Engine Inspection

Before running the engine, your inspector should conduct thorough visual examination:

¢ Oil leaks: Minor seeping from fittings is normal. Significant leaks from cylinders, crankcase, or
accessories indicate worn seals, cracked components, or improper assembly. The source of leaks
must be identified—a leak from a single cylinder head gasket is a $500-$1,000 repair; a cracked

crankcase requires overhaul.

¢ Exhaust system: Inspect for cracks, corrosion, loose joints, and proper attachment. Cracked
mufflers or risers cause exhaust leaks creating fire hazards and performance issues. Loose exhaust

can vibrate against fuselage causing structural damage.

e Baffling: Engine cooling baffles direct airflow around cylinders. Tears or gaps reduce cooling
efficiency. Loose baffle seals or missing baffles indicate poor maintenance.

¢ Hoses and tubing: Inspect age, cracking, leaks, and routing. Cracked vacuum hoses cause
instrument failures. Fuel line cracks cause fire hazards. Deteriorated hoses are typically replaced

during any inspection as preventive maintenance.

¢ Ignition system: Magneto condition, harness routing, and spark plug appearance tell maintenance
stories. Heavily corroded magnetos or loose wiring harnesses suggest poor care.

e Accessories: Alternator, vacuum pump, fuel pump, and other accessories should show no obvious

damage. Leaking alternators or fuel pumps require replacement.



e Engine mount: Cracks in engine mount tubes require replacement (expensive). Loose engine

mount bolts indicate vibration or impact damage.

Compression Test Results Interpretation

Compression tests measure cylinder condition by checking how well each cylinder holds pressure.

This is one of the most important pre-buy tests:

75/80 or higher
Excellent

No concerns. Engine in good condition.

70-74/80
Good

Acceptable for continued operation. Monitor future tests.

65-69/80
Marginal

Monitor with trend data. Plan for overhaul within a few years.

Below 65/80
Poor

Investigate cause. May require major repair. Request negotiation credit.



Equally important is the differential between cylinders. If some cylinders read 70 and others read
50, this indicates uneven wear, valve problems, or damage in specific cylinders. Wet compression
testing (adding oil to low-reading cylinder) helps differentiate between stuck rings and leaking

valves.

Borescope Inspection Benefits

Borescope inspection uses a small camera to visually inspect cylinder walls, pistons, and valves
without engine disassembly. This $300-$800 test is invaluable for engines near TBO or with

marginal compression:
¢ Cylinder wall scoring: Indicates wear pattern. Light circumferential scoring is normal; deep scoring
indicates imminent bore failure.

¢ Valve condition: Carbon buildup, erosion, or pitting suggests hot-running cylinders or fuel problems.

Badly pitted valves require replacement.

¢ Piston condition: Cracks, erosion, or scoring require overhaul. Normal pistons show light carbon

deposits.

¢ Ring condition: Stuck rings or excessive blow-by indicates advanced wear.

Borescope results combined with compression readings give clear picture of engine condition and

remaining useful life.

Oil Analysis Interpretation

Oil analysis measures wear metals in engine oil—tiny particles of iron, aluminum, copper, and

other metals worn from engine components. Elevated levels indicate excessive wear:

e Normal results: Low wear metal content indicates healthy engine with minimal wear.

¢ Marginal results: Moderately elevated wear metals suggest accelerated wear. Request trend data

from previous analyses.

¢ High results: Significantly elevated metals indicate serious wear. Combined with poor compression
or borescope findings, this signals overhaul need.

Single oil analysis provides snapshot. Previous trend data (multiple samples over time) is more

valuable than single analysis.



Avionics and Systems Checklist

Modern avionics represent tens of thousands of dollars of aircraft value. Functional testing ensures

you're getting what you're paying for and preventing surprise failures shortly after purchase.

Glass Cockpit and Avionics Testing

Primary flight displays: Verify attitude, altitude, airspeed, and heading indications. Ensure displays

don't flicker or show anomalies during ground testing.

GPS system operation: Check database currency (outdated databases are major liability), GPS
signal lock, position accuracy, and waypoint navigation.

Autopilot modes: Test each autopilot mode and coupling. Intermittent autopilot failures are

dangerous and expensive to troubleshoot.

Navigation systems: Verify VOR, ILS, and approach navigation functionality. Navigation accuracy
directly affects flight safety.

Communication radios: Test all COM frequencies for clarity and range. Distorted or weak

transmissions affect safety.
Transponder: Confirm altitude reporting accuracy and Mode C functionality for ADS-B compliance.

ADS-B Out compliance: If aircraft is equipped with newer technology, verify compliance with FAA

mandates.

Backup instruments: If equipped with vacuum system backups or standby instruments, test
functionality.

Electrical System Assessment

Battery condition: Age, voltage, and capacity testing reveal battery state. Batteries have finite

lifespan; older batteries may need replacement.

Alternator output: Undersized or failing alternators cannot maintain electrical system during higher

electrical loads. Test under load.

Voltage regulation: System should maintain 13.5-14.8V during operation. Erratic charging voltage
causes avionics damage.

Circuit breaker condition: Inspect for signs of overheating. Frequent breaker pops indicate

electrical problems requiring investigation.

Wiring integrity: Check for chafing, improper repairs, and corrosion. Improper wiring creates fire
hazards.



e Lighting systems: All exterior lights, interior lights, and instrument lighting should function properly.

Fuel System Inspection

¢ Fuel tank condition: Check for leaks, sediment, and proper cap sealing. Contaminated fuel tanks

require tank cleaning.

¢ Fuel selector valve: Should move smoothly through all positions with distinct detents. Sticky

selectors cause fuel starvation.

¢ Fuel lines and fittings: Check for cracks, leaks, and proper attachment. Aircraft fuel lines require

periodic replacement as preventive maintenance.

¢ Fuel pump operation: Both engine-driven and electric fuel pumps must operate properly. Fuel pump

failures are safety emergencies.

¢ Fuel filter condition: Excessive sediment in fuel filter indicates contaminated tanks. The filter itself

may need replacement.

e Water contamination test: Drain fuel sump and check for water or sediment. Water in fuel causes
engine problems.

Flight Controls and Mechanical Systems

Flight control systems must function flawlessly —failures at altitude create emergency situations.

Thorough mechanical system inspection catches problems before they become dangerous.

Control Surface Inspection

e Cable tension: Control cables must be within specification. Loose cables cause slow control

response; overtightened cables create excessive friction.

« Pulley alignment: Misaligned pulleys create binding and uneven cable wear. Pulleys should be
inspected for cracks and condition.

¢ Bellcranks: These mechanical linkages transfer control inputs. Cracks, wear, or looseness indicate
problems requiring repair.

¢ Trim system: Pitch trim, roll trim (if equipped), and rudder trim should operate smoothly. Indicator

position should match actual trim position.

¢ Flap operation: Electric or hydraulic flap systems should operate smoothly and symmetrically.
Binding or asymmetrical operation indicates rigging or hydraulic problems.



Landing gear operation: Retractable gear should cycle smoothly. Gear position indicators should

be accurate. Unsafe gear warnings should function.

Instrument Systems

Engine instruments: Tachometer, manifold pressure (if equipped), fuel flow, and temperature

gauges should respond properly during ground testing.

Flight instruments: Pitot-static system leak check prevents instrument errors. Vacuum system
pressure should be within specification.

Gyroscopic instruments: Attitude and directional gyros should spin up smoothly without wobbling

or noise.

Compass: Compass swing date should be current (within 2 years). Deviation card should be

aboard.

The Test Flight: What to Expect

Test flight reveals issues impossible to detect on ground. Your inspector will conduct a systematic

flight test that mimics normal operation while checking specific performance parameters.

Pre-Flight Ground Testing

Engine start characteristics and warm-up

Magneto checks and differential (ho more than 50 RPM drop per mag or 150 RPM differential
between mags)

Alternator and electrical load testing
Flight control freedom and smoothness
Flap operation and sounds

Trim system operation

In-Flight Evaluation

Takeoff performance: Engine acceleration, control responsiveness, and takeoff handling

characteristics

Climb performance: Rate of climb at various power settings compared to aircraft specifications

¢ Cruise performance: Fuel flow, true airspeed, engine temps at cruise power settings



Control handling: Responsiveness, trim effectiveness, control harmony

Stall characteristics: Stall break consistency and recovery behavior

Systems operation: Autopilot engagement, GPS navigation, radio clarity

Descent and approach: Descent performance, gear operation (if retractable), brake effectiveness

Landing characteristics: Approach handling and landing behavior

Flight test results directly impact negotiation. If performance doesn't match specifications or aircraft

claims, you have documented evidence for price adjustment discussions.

Using Inspection Findings for Negotiation

A detailed pre-buy inspection provides powerful leverage for negotiation. Discover issues before

purchase, not after, and you can address them in several ways:

Negotiation Options

Common approaches to handling inspection findings:
* Price reduction: Request credit for repair costs. If borescope shows need for engine
overhaul ($20,000-$40,000), request proportional price reduction.

¢ Seller-funded repairs: Request seller fund repairs before closing. This ensures work quality

and gives you peace of mind.

e Escrow hold-back: Funds held in escrow until repairs verified complete. Protects both

parties.

« Walk-away option: Sometimes inspection findings make aircraft poor value. Determine your

walk-away point before inspection.

The key to successful negotiation is thorough documentation. Inspection reports should clearly
identify specific findings, include photos when possible, and estimate repair costs. Vague or

unsubstantiated claims won't carry weight in negotiation.



Remember: discovering problems before purchase gives you leverage. Discovering them after

purchase gives you only regret and expensive repair bills.

Final Pre-Buy Checklist Summary

Quick Reference: Pre-Buy Inspection Checklist

O Inspector has FAA A&P and |A certification

O Inspector has type-specific experience with your aircraft

¢ [ You've reviewed sample inspection report and references

O Budget includes base inspection plus additional testing

O Airframe inspection covers corrosion-prone areas

O Engine compression testing performed with interpretation

O Borescope inspection conducted on aging engines

O Oil analysis completed and trended against historical data

O Avionics functionality verified with flight testing

O Electrical system tested under load

O Fuel system checked for contamination and leaks

O Flight controls tested for smooth operation and cable tension

O Test flight verifies performance against specifications

O Final report reviewed and findings discussed with inspector

O Negotiation strategy determined based on findings

Common Pre-Buy Mistakes to Avoid

Many aircraft buyers make preventable mistakes during the pre-buy process. Learning from others'

experiences helps you avoid costly errors:



« Skipping inspection to save money: Penny-wise, pound-foolish. A $5,000 inspection catching a

$40,000 engine problem pays for itself thousands of times over.

¢ Using the seller's recommended inspector: Conflict of interest. Your inspector works for you, not

the seller.

» Ignoring borescope findings: Visual engine inspection reveals truth that compression numbers

alone cannot. If borescope shows scoring or corrosion, factor overhaul into decision.

¢ Not obtaining trend data on oil analysis: Single oil analysis is meaningless. Request previous

samples and trending data from seller.

* Accepting "minor issues" without documentation: "Minor corrosion," "slight oil seep," or

"intermittent autopilot" are major red flags requiring investigation and documentation.

¢ Trusting seller claims about maintenance: Verify maintenance claims with logbook
documentation. Claimed regular oil changes should appear in maintenance records.

¢ Focusing only on avionics and ignoring airframe: Old airframes with fancy glass cockpits are still

old airframes. Airframe life expectancy matters more than avionics.

* Not comparing findings to performance history: |f comparable aircraft sell for $X with good
reports, but this one needs $Y in repairs, subtract repairs from asking price.

External Resources and Expert Guidance

Conducting a pre-buy inspection requires specialized knowledge and access to industry resources.

Use these authoritative sources for additional guidance:

Aviation Industry Resources

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association (AOPA)

Premier resource for aircraft owners. AOPA provides inspector referrals, buying guides,
and maintenance information. Members access aircraft valuation tools and technical

resources essential for informed purchasing.

Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA)


https://www.aopa.org/
https://www.eaa.org/

While focused on experimental aircraft, EAA resources apply to general aviation. Technical
library covers aircraft systems and maintenance fundamentals. Excellent for learning

aircraft mechanics.

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

Official FAA website contains aircraft certification data, airworthiness directive (AD)
searches, and regulatory information. Verify all ADs applicable to your aircraft and confirm

compliance.

National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB)

NTSB accident database provides historical accident and incident information by aircraft

type. Search your intended aircraft type to review common failure modes and causes.

Aviation Consumer Newsletter

Detailed technical reviews of aircraft types covering maintenance history, common
problems, and ownership costs. Highly respected independent source of aircraft

information.

AvionicsShop

Information on avionics systems, upgrades, and troubleshooting. When evaluating

avionics in aircraft, AvionicsShop provides current pricing and compatibility information.

Aircraft Spruce & Specialty

Comprehensive aircraft parts catalog with detailed specifications. Research part numbers,

pricing, and availability when evaluating needed repairs identified in pre-buy inspection.

Aviation Supplies & Academics (ASA)

Technical publications on aircraft systems, engines, and maintenance. Reference

materials deepen your understanding of aircraft you're considering purchasing.


https://www.faa.gov/
https://www.ntsb.gov/news/press-releases/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.avweb.com/
https://www.aviationshop.com/
https://www.aircraftspruce.com/
https://www.asa2fly.com/

Next Steps After Inspection

Once inspection is complete and findings are documented, take these critical next steps:

Review Findings with Your Inspector

Schedule a detailed discussion with your inspector to understand findings thoroughly. Ask
questions until you understand each issue, its severity, and estimated repair costs. Don't rely solely

on written reports—direct conversation clarifies nuances and provides context.

Consult Industry-Specific Resources

Use the external resources listed above to research findings. For instance, if inspection identifies
an airworthiness directive, search the FAA website to understand requirements and compliance

status. If borescope shows cylinder wear, research overhaul costs and timelines for your engine

type.

Obtain Repair Estimates

For significant findings, obtain multiple repair estimates from qualified A&P shops. These estimates
provide negotiation documentation. Inspectors often can provide estimates, but independent

estimates carry more negotiation weight.

Make Informed Decision

Compare aircraft condition to asking price. Research comparable aircraft values to determine if this
aircraft represents fair value. Use our detailed inspection guide and inspection findings to make

confident purchasing decision.

Arrange Financing if Needed

If you're financing aircraft purchase, share inspection report with your lender. Most lenders require
detailed pre-buy reports before approving financing. Lenders may require seller to address
significant findings before loan closing. Learning about aircraft financing options helps you

understand lender requirements.

Bringing It All Together: Your Pre-Buy Checklist Action Plan


file:///Users/jasontaken/Library/CloudStorage/GoogleDrive-jakenventures@gmail.com/My%20Drive/ClaudeProjects/JakenAviation-Gemini/articles/aircraft-pre-purchase-inspection-checklist.html
file:///articles/financing-for-first-time-buyers.html

The ultimate pre-buy checklist combines comprehensive technical inspection with informed
decision-making. You now have detailed guidance on what to inspect, what it costs, and how to use

findings for confident purchasing.
Remember these key principles:

* Never skip the pre-buy inspection. It's the single most important protection in aircraft purchasing.

« Choose your inspector carefully. Inspector quality directly determines inspection thoroughness
and findings accuracy.

* Budget adequately for thorough testing. Additional tests like borescope and oil analysis provide

invaluable insight.

¢ Understand all findings before committing. Don't sign purchase agreement until you fully
understand inspection implications.

* Use findings as negotiation leverage. Problems identified before purchase give you power to

adjust price or walk away.

* Reference industry expertise. Use the external resources and expert guidance available to deepen
your understanding.

Purchasing an aircraft is a significant financial and personal decision. A thorough pre-buy
inspection protects your investment, ensures your safety, and provides confidence in your

purchase for years of enjoyable flying ahead.

Ready to Buy Your Next Aircraft with Confidence?

Financing is often the most complex part of aircraft purchase. Our experts help you navigate

loan options, understand terms, and secure competitive rates for your dream aircraft.

Get Pre-Qualified Today

Additional Resources for Aircraft Buyers
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o Complete Guide to Buying Your First Aircraft - Comprehensive guide covering selection through

purchase completion

e Best Aircraft for New Pilots - Aircraft selection guidance for beginning aircraft owners

e Understanding Aircraft Annual Inspection Costs - What to expect for regular maintenance after

purchase

e Aircraft Insurance and Financing - Understanding the relationship between insurance and financing

requirements

e Aircraft Engine Overhaul Costs and Planning - Long-term engine management strategies
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